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the consent of her lord and master. It ennobles her to part
with, for a good cause, something she calls her own.
Moreover, most of this jewellery has no pretension to art,;
some of it is positively ugly and a harbinger of dirt. Such
are anklets, heavy necklaces, clasps worn not for adjusting-
the hair, but purely as a decoration for unkempt, un-
washed and often evil-smelling hair, or row upon row of
bangles from wrist to elbow. In my opinion, the wearing-
of expensive jewellery is a distinct loss to the country. It
is so much capital locked up or, worse still, allowed to wear
away. And in this movement of self-purification, the sur-
render of jewellery by women or men I hold to be a distinct
benefit to society. Those who give, do so gladly. My in-
variable condition is that on no account should the jewel-
lery donated be replaced. Indeed, women have blessed
me for inducing them to part with things which have en-
slaved them. And, in not a few cases, men have thanked
me for being an instrument for bringing simplicity into
their homes.

Harijan, 22-12-'33

46
TEAK DOWN THE PURDAH
Whenever I have gone to Bengal, Bihar or the United
Provinces, I have observed the purdah system more:
strictly followed than in the other provinces. But when,
I addressed a meeting at Darbhanga late at night and amid
calm surroundings free from noise and bustle and un-
manageable crowds, I found in front of me men, but be-
hind me and behind the screen were' women of whose-
presence I knew nothing till my attention was drawn to
it. The function was in connection with the laying of the-
foundation stone of an orphanage, but I was called upon
to address the ladies behind the purdah. The sight of the-
screen behind which my audience, whose numbers I did
not know, was seated made me sad. It pained and